
MALTA 2017 

 
 

1

QUESTIONNAIRE ON SAIs AUDIT WORK 

CONCERNING EUROPE 2020 STRATEGY

31st May 2017, National Audit Office of Malta

Ana Furtado -Tribunal de Contas, Portugal



MALTA 2017 

 
 

2

Questionnaire Results

1. Methodology

2. Participants

3. Main results

4. Overall



MALTA 2017 

 
 

3

1. Methodology

AIM

 Follow up on the guidance derived from the 2016 Helsinki Seminar
conclusions;

 Gather information on the audits on Europe 2020 Strategy carried out by
SAIs since 2012, in order to:

 i) take stock of the five headline targets covered by the audits;

 ii) share SAIs’ opinion on relevant themes for auditing at a national level
or through parallel audits;

 iii) reflect on the future role of the Network.
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1. Methodology

SAI’s auditing 
(since 2012)

• Q1: Has your SAI conducted audits concerning the measures aimed at 
achieving the EU 2020 national targets? 

• Q2: Please select one of those reports from the previous answer and give a 
short description of the main audit findings.

SAI’s future 
work 

• Q3: Which topics related to the Europe 2020 Strategy do you consider 
more relevant for auditing at a national level?

• Q4: Which topics related to the Europe 2020 Strategy do you consider 
more relevant for auditing in a coordinated way?
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1. Methodology

SAMPLE and TIMETABLE

Questionnaire sent to all 27 SAIs plus ECA

 Sent on 23rd February 2017

 Answers by April 3rd
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2. Participants

Country SAIs Country SAIs

Austria • Rechnungshof Hungary • State Audit Office

Belgium • Rekenhof/Cour des Comptes Ireland • Office of C&AG

Bulgaria • National Audit Office Latvia • State Audit Office

Cyprus • Audit Office Lithuania • National Audit Office

Czech Republic • Supreme Audit Office The Netherlands • Rekenkamer

Finland • National Audit Office Portugal • Court of Audit

France • Cour des Comptes Slovakia • Supreme Audit Office

Germany • Bundesrechnungshof Sweden • Riksrevisionen

Greece • Hellenic Court of Audit

17 SAIs responded to the questionnaire (61% response ratio)
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1) Number of audits covered by SAIs

 Almost all of the responding SAIs

(16 out of 17) have already

carried out audits on Europe 2020

Strategy.

 Overall, there are 155 audits,

distributed in a differentiated

path among SAIs.

Graph 1. Number of audits covered by SAIs
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On average, each SAI has been producing three

audits reports on this issue every two years
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2) How each SAI approached the five

headline targets

 Climate and energy was the

most tackled topic (48 audits).

 42% of the audits in 2015 and

2016.

Graph 2 - Number of audits per target
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Other auditing issues : i) management of the European

structural funds; ii) European coordination of budgetary and

economic policy; iii) implementation of the Lisbon Strategy; iv)

farming aid to rural development.
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3) Selected reports

TARGET AUDIT TITLE (SAI) 

Employment 

 Audit on internal controls upon compliance requirements over unemployment benefits of 

Manpower Employment Organization (Greece) 

 Effectiveness of structural fund programmes (Finland) 

Research and 

development 

 

 Research Funding in Austria (Austria) 

 Contribution of Horizon 2020 to achieving the objectives of the National Development 

Programme: Bulgaria 2020 and other national strategic documents (Bulgaria) 

Climate and 

energy 

 

 Adapting to climate change: facing today the challenges of the future (Cyprus) 

 Management of funds earmarked for the support of energy production from the renewable 

energy resources (Czech Republic) 

 Measures taken by the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy for the 

implementation of the energy transition and Report on the Federal Government’s revenue 

from emissions trading (Germany) 

 Climate for the money (Sweden) 

Education 

 

 The development and operation of graduate career tracking in order to reveal good practices 

and the factors promoting the effectiveness of the system (Hungary) 

 Contribution of the Structural Funds to the Europe 2020 Strategy in the Area of Education 

(Latvia) 

 Investment in Vocational Education and Training and the labour market needs (Portugal) 

 The efficiency and effectiveness audit of state budget resources spending on preparedness 

and employability of selected university graduates in the labor market and fulfillment of 

selected indicators of financial management, teaching and learning process (Slovakia) 

Poverty and 

social exclusion 

 First federal plan to fight poverty and Second federal plan against poverty (Belgium) 

 Is Housing Accessibility Assured to Low-Income Residents (Lithuania) 

Other issues 

 

 French management of European structural funds: improve, simplify and evaluate (France) 

 European Economic Governance. European coordination of budgetary and economic policy 

and the position of the Netherlands (the Netherlands) 

Source: Question 2. 
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4.1) SAI’s future work – relevant target

for auditing at a national level

 Education as the more relevant among
SAIs (8 out of 15*).

 Other auditing issues:

 i) effectiveness of the management
and control of Operational
Programmes;

 ii) the way different departments
coordinate to address Europe 2020
Strategy issues and match national
goals;

 iii) the impact of demography on
sustainability of public finances.

Graph 3 - Relevant topics for auditing at a 

national level – Number of SAIs
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• Horizontal audit on Special Accounts 
of Research Funds of universities

• Effectiveness and efficiency of 
measures undertaken by national and 
local authorities to combat the 
major sources of air pollution in 
larger cities

• Energy efficiency in Public Sector

• Marine protected areas

• Assessment of energy consumption 
targets

• Study and vocational guidance for 
pupils and students

• Improving the quality and access to 
preschool education

• Quality of education

• Migration (among EU nationals) and 
its influence to demographic 
situation, in the context of poverty 
and social exclusion

11

Within these topics, SAIs pointed to specific issues:

Inspiration for 

national audits
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4) SAI’s future work – relevant target

for auditing in a coordinated way

 Climate and energy as the more

relevant (10 out of 14)

Graph 4 - Relevant topics for auditing in 

a coordinated way – Number of SAIs

12

Other audit issues:

i) the way inter ministerial work is set

up to follow EU 2020 Strategy goals at

national levels;

ii) the impact of demography on the

sustainability of public finances.
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• Scientific research infrastructure

• Energy safety

• Marine protected areas

• Implementation of sustainable 

development goals from the UN

• Teaching of asylum-seeking and 

refugee children

• Reducing the number of people 

living in poverty

• Refugees

• A cooperative audit is in progress 

with the aim is to identify and 

evaluate the actions taken by 

authorities to protect marine 

biodiversity.

13

 Some SAIs presented specific themes within the targets:

Inspiration for 

parallel audits
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• Taking into consideration the European
objectives and national policies to
achieve the national targets when
establishing the multiyear audit plan;

• Taking into consideration the audits
carried out by other SAIs on the same
topics when defining the objectives and
audit methods;

• Including in the audit focus the
effectiveness of the expenditures
thought the assessment of quantitative
and qualitative indicators along with
international comparison.

• Maintaining the point of view of
effectiveness and economy guiding the
audit work.

• Conducting an in-depth assessment of
the use of European funds and the
impact on the fulfillment of the Europe
2020 Strategy targets.

• Examining the ability and readiness to
use key national indicators concerning
topics of the Europe 2020 Strategy.

• Using various data sources and hard
data for analytical background of the
audits.

14

 13 SAIs pointed best practices concerning EU2020 Strategy Audit

In summary:
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4. Overall

1. Since 2012, 16 SAIs worked on 155 audits (on average: 3
audits reports published every two years).

2. Those audits covered all the five headline targets. Climate
and energy was the most audited.

3. Education was identified as a priority for auditing at a
national level.

4. At a coordinated level, climate and energy was
identified as the most relevant issue.

5. There is a diversity of approaches on auditing the Europe
2020 Strategy.
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Thank you 
for your attention!


